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PROGRAMME OF ACTI VI TI ES FOR 
2011/ 2012 

ht t p:/ / w w w .hallamclc.org.uk 

This booklet provides a selection of activities that we offer KS1 and KS2 

within Hallam City Learning Centre (CLC) and our newly opened 
Environmental Learning Centre (ELC). We are happy to customise lessons 

and activities specifically for your class. The use of the Centre and all our 
core activities are FREE to our Sheffield partner schools.  
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ABOUT THE CENTRE 

FACI LI TI ES 

The CLC building comprises a cyber-café, main ICT lecture theatre-style suite, digital 

video editing room, fitness suite and changing facilities. The resources available 
include:  

¶ Desktops, laptops, netbooks ¶ Wireless access throughout 

¶ Digital video & stills cameras ¶ Interactive whiteboards & voting systems  

¶ Scanning & colour laser printing ¶ High resolution video conferencing 

¶ Fitness Suite containing cardio-

vascular/resistance machines 

¶ Catering & refreshments 

At Hallam CLC, our main aim is to enhance teaching and learning using new 

technologies in a range of cross-curricular activities and training. With the newly 
opened ELC we are also able to provide a hub for environmental education, 

encouraging more outdoor based learning. Our range of resources and flexible working 
space provides a great setting for fieldwork and hands-on activities.  
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¶ Desktops, laptops, netbooks ¶ Wireless access throughout 

¶ Digital video & stills cameras ¶ Interactive whiteboards & voting systems  

¶ Scanning & colour laser printing ¶ High resolution video conferencing 

¶ Fitness Suite containing cardio-

vascular/resistance machines 

¶ Catering & refreshments 

¶ Desktops, laptops, netbooks + 

other mobile kit  

¶ Wireless access throughout 

¶ Video editing software (inc. green 

screen) 

¶ Interactive whiteboards & voting 

systems 

¶ Colour laser printing ¶ Digital video & stills cameras 

¶ Data-logging sensors ¶ Catering & refreshments 

¶ Soft seating area ¶ GIS software 

¶ Visualiser for screen projection ¶ Flexible, open space for 30+ 

students 

 

We also have use of a range of habitats including:  

Woodland  - our patch of ancient 

woodland hosts numerous tree and plant 
species, as well as providing a home for 

badgers, foxes and birds.  

Stream  - we have a variety of aquatic 

invertebrates living in the stream...a great 
site for dipping and river profiling!  

Pond - this habitat and the surrounding 

vegetation provides a great habitat for 
waterfowl, amphibians and 

invertebrates. 

Meadow - during the summer this 

meadow is abundant with wild flowers and 
creepy crawlies. 

We have a full range of fieldwork equipment and supporting materials available.  

In keeping with our ethos and approach to teaching and learning the ELC has been 

built from sustainable materials, including locally sourced oak, sheepôs wool insulation, 
lime render etc. to minimise its ecological footprint. The full time staff here can either 

deliver, teach and/or support your class. The resources available include: 
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ACTI VI TI ES 

Key  

 Desktop, laptop, netbooks  Animation 

 Image editing  Data-logging equipment 

 Digital video editing  Audio recording/editing 

 Science enquiry  

ENERGY 

Geog. 8, 16 / Citizenship  

What is energy, why do we need it, what do we currently use to source our energy 

(oil, coal, nuclear, renewable), what are the effects of energy usage on the 
environment, how can we be more sustainable? Pupils will calculate their carbon 

footprints and will compare it with other members of the class. We will then compare 
our carbon footprints with students in Less Developed Countries.  

 

Again, we aim to enhance teaching & learning by delivering or supporting cross-

curricular projects using new technologies. Once you have an activity (either your own 
topic or from those in this section), we will work with you to customise it to your 

needs. In particular, we can incorporate a variety of technologies into our activities 
depending on what ICT skills you wish your pupils to acquire or consolidate. Use the 

key to quickly see which are best suited to each activity, and also whether the activity 

works as a science enquiry. 

Example :  
Pupils learn about recycling & reusing in the óWasteô project. As their final outcome 
you may want your pupils to create  
 - a short video news report  
 - a photo-story of still images, with narration perhaps  
 - a radio broadcast from audio interviews they have recorded   

   OR  - an animation using plasticene (óclaymationô) or other media 
 

These are a few of the activities that we offer, but we are happy to 

customise lessons and activities specifically for your class. For further 
information please contact us.  
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POLLUTION  

Geog. 8, 12, 21 

Pupils will examine what pollution is and how it affects their local  environment. 

Carrying out litter, traffic and pollution surveys we will explore how we affect the 
places we live. The surveys can then be contrasted with other areas e.g. around 

school. The lesson can be focused on one or more types of pollution e.g. air, water 
and land. 

 

WASTE 

Art 1B / Sci. 2D, 3C / Citizenship 1 / Geog 8 

Pupils will learn about issues surrounding the raw materials used to make objects, 

how collecting raw materials can damage the environment, waste and the importance 
of reduce, reuse and recycle. During the day the pupils have a go at the Rubbish 

Sorting game, a Waste quiz, and many other exciting activities based around the topic 
of waste and recycling. 

 

ECO-BUILDINGS  

Citizenship/ Art 3C 

Working in groups pupils set up as a new company of eco-house architects. The 

challenge is to design a home for a family of four people that is energy efficient to 
build and live in. Studentôs will research different materials, produce drawings and 

make a model. The design will be presented at the end of the day to a panel of 
judges, either as a short news clip, radio item or PowerPoint. The winner will be the 

group who has best matched the brief and explained the reasons for their choices.  
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LITERACY AND SCIENCE IN THE WOODS  

NFL / English 

These hands-on sessions combine science with literacy, using popular story books as 

inspiration. These sessions involve: story telling, creative writing, time in the woodland 
exploring nature & craft.  

Sessions currently available:  
  

Predators  - óThe Gruffaloô  

Habitats (including making a bug house) - óPercy the Park Keeperô ; óAfter The Stormô 
Woodland - óWhere the Wild Things Areô 

Fairy tales - óHansel and Gretelô (orienteering, basic woodland skills).  

 

SENSING OUR ENVIRONMENT  

Early Learning Goals / Sci. 1A, 1C / Art1B  

Pupils will go on an adventure to explore the natural environment using their different 

senses and will look for a variety of natural objects. Back in the classroom this 
becomes the basis for a literacy game. The objects can be used for a range of sensory 

activities, close observation, art or sorting.  

 

SENSE OF PLACE 

NLF / English 

Pupils will observe the special qualities of the outdoor environment and identify how it 

relates to them. Each pupil will write a short piece on how they use the natural 
environment e.g. interests and hobbies. After a walk around the Centre grounds pupils 

will create either a poem, short story, audio book or animation about their relationship 
with the environment. Finally pupils will create a list of ways in which they will 

continue to look after the environment and attach it to the Promise Tree.  
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LITERACY  

NLF / English 

Using a book of your choice, sessions can be created to enable exciting exploration 

of literacy. These sessions can include animation, creative writing, story boards, 
craft, time in the woodland, role play and fancy dress.  

 

APPLE DAY/ THE BIG DRAW  

Art 

A day full of apple related activities to help celebrate this old tradition, incorporating 

the big draw project. Pupils will learn about the history of Apple Day, the tradition 
wassailing and the many uses of apple trees in our culture. Activities will include 

apple bobbing, apple carving, apple juice tasting and creating a large mural of apple 
related drawings created by the pupils.  

(National Apple Day is 21st Oct and The Big Draw takes place during October)  

 

PLANT LIFE CYCLE / SEED DISPERSAL  

Sci. 2B, 5B 

Find out how a seed is produced through pollination, fertilisation and germination. 

We will then explore a variety of seeds and discover how they are dispersed from 
their parent plant and why this occurs. (First half term of autumn only).  
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HALLOWEEN  

Sci. 2B, 4B, 5B / Art 

We will organise a variety of Halloween-related activities that can include the world 

of bats and echolocation, spiders and their webs, life-cycles, food chains and 
habitats. 

 

MINIBEAST ADVENTURE  

Early Learning Goals 

At various levels pupils will explore a few habitats in detail. By collecting the mini -

beasts and closely observing, using magnifiers and identification charts, pupils will 
record and observe the life of one mini -beast before returning them to the habitat. 

(Summer and first half of autumn term only).  

 

MINIBEAST CLASSIFICATION AND HABITAT EXPLORATION  

Sci. 2B, 4B, 5B, 6A 

The class will be split into groups. Each group will explore a different habitat e.g. 

meadow and leaf litter. They will collect samples of mini -beasts from their area. The 
group can then closely observe and identify the mini -beasts using  magnifiers and 

keys. Recording the number of species discovered in each place will allow the class 
to directly compare each habitat. After collecting and observing the mini -beasts 

pupils will discover which family group each mini -beast belongs to. Recording the 

information researched will allow a permanent record to be taken back to school. 
There is also the option to study the mini -beasts living in the stream as a separate 

activity. (Summer and first half of autumn term only).  
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HABITATS  

Sci. 2B, 2C, 4B, 6A 

At different levels find out what a habitat is and what lives there. Discover a variety 

of habitats and why living organisms choose one place over another. The class can 
record the temperature, humidity and light levels of different habitats using 

dataloggers. Depending on the season will depend on what is identified using keys 
e.g. Twigs, leaves, wildflowers, Mini-beasts, seeds. Visiting different habitats pupils 

will discover the variety of living organisms in the natural environment.  

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ART  

Art 1C, 2B, 3B 

Using nature as inspiration pupils will create a piece of art work. Pupils will explore 

patterns in nature and create an environmental sculpture after looking at the work of 
Andy Goldsworthy and David Nash. Pupils can create óThe Making of ...ô programmes 

to explain their choices of media within their artwork.  

 

HIBERNATION  

Sci. 2B, 4A, 5B, 6A 

This activity will focus on the importance of hibernation, what causes hibernation, 

which animals hibernate and the habitats they live in.  

 


