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Training & CPD Programme for 
2011/2012 

http://www.hallamclc.org.uk 

This booklet provides a selection of professional development activities that 

we offer within Hallam City Learning Centre (CLC) and our newly opened 
Environmental Learning Centre (ELC).  The use of the Centre and all our core 

activities are FREE to our Sheffield partner schools.  
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ABOUT THE CENTRE 

FACILITIES 

The CLC building comprises a cyber-café, main ICT lecture theatre-style suite, digital 

video editing room, fitness suite and changing facilities. The resources available 
include:  

 Desktops, laptops, netbooks  Wireless access throughout 

 Digital video & stills cameras  Interactive whiteboards & voting systems  

 Scanning & colour laser printing  High resolution video conferencing 

 Fitness Suite containing cardio-

vascular/resistance machines 

 Catering & refreshments 

At Hallam CLC, our main aim is to enhance teaching and learning using new 

technologies in a range of cross-curricular activities and training. With the newly 
opened ELC we are also able to provide a hub for environmental education, 

encouraging more outdoor based learning. Our range of resources and flexible working 
space provides a great setting for fieldwork and hands-on activities.  
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 Desktops, laptops, netbooks  Wireless access throughout 

 Digital video & stills cameras  Interactive whiteboards & voting systems  

 Scanning & colour laser printing  High resolution video conferencing 

 Fitness Suite containing cardio-

vascular/resistance machines 

 Catering & refreshments 

 Desktops, laptops, netbooks + 

other mobile kit 

 Wireless access throughout 

 Video editing software (inc. green 

screen) 

 Interactive whiteboards & voting 

systems 

 Colour laser printing  Digital video & stills cameras 

 Data-logging sensors  Catering & refreshments 

 Soft seating area  GIS software 

 Visualiser for screen projection  Flexible, open space for 30+ 

students 

 

We also have use of a range of habitats including: 

Woodland - our patch of ancient 

woodland hosts numerous tree and plant 
species, as well as providing a home for 

badgers, foxes and birds.  

Stream - we have a variety of aquatic 

invertebrates living in the stream...a great 
site for dipping and river profiling! 

Pond - this habitat and the surrounding 

vegetation provides a great habitat for 
waterfowl, amphibians and 

invertebrates. 

Meadow - during the summer this 

meadow is abundant with wild flowers and 
creepy crawlies. 

We have a full range of fieldwork equipment and supporting materials available.  

In keeping with our ethos and approach to teaching and learning the ELC has been 

built from sustainable materials, including locally sourced oak, sheep‟s wool insulation, 
lime render etc. to minimise its ecological footprint. The full time staff here can either 

deliver, teach and/or support your class. The resources available include: 
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CPD & Training Programme 

Data-logging in Science 

Using Data Harvest loggers and sensors, this hands-on course goes through  best 

practice in their use, including 
 pros & cons of using sensing equipment and why they‟re used 

 how data can be collected over short and long time spans 

 different ways to present the data 

 analysing data 

Example projects to use in the classroom: 

 “What do plants need to grow?” - Compare and contrast the plants found in 3 

different areas of woodland (light, shaded and dark). Use data-loggers to record 
data temperature, light level, humidity etc across the sites to help decide why 

the plant life is different. 
 “What do plants need to grow 2” - Science investigation using data-loggers and 

time-lapse photography to create a controlled experiment to see how changing 
some of the variables affects the growth of cress or radish seeds. 

 “Weather Watch” - using a portable weather station to monitor local weather 

conditions. Collect data, present in graphical format and analyse trends.  

Dates: TBC    Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 

Using Animation to enhance teaching & learning  

This course shows you how easy it is for students to create animations with a simple 

piece of software and a web cam. The course includes 
 how to create 2D (using card, paper, pencils) and 3D (using Plasticene) 

animations 

 tips and tricks on how to bring your animation to life 

 examples of where animation can impact on the curriculum, eg Literacy, Science 

 how to create titles and credits 

 how to overdub voices in a narration or add background music 

 how to publish the final film to be viewed on any PC 

Dates: TBC  Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 

The following is a list of training opportunities on offer. If you would like to discuss any 

other possibilities or need further information, we are always happy to discuss this. 
Costs shown are for non-Sheffield schools or private institutions, these sessions are 

FREE for our Sheffield partners. 
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Video editing 

The use of video is extremely popular in schools, and by learning a few 

straightforward ways of using free video editing software, you can take your use of 
cameras and video to the next level, creating exciting clips that are more targeted at 

your students. The hands-on course will go through 
 the basics of using a digital video (DV) camera 

 how to save your clips 

 what different formats of video there are, and how to convert them so you can 

use them 
 how to cut clips down and edit them into a film 

 how to add titles, sub-titles and credits 

 how to add special effects 

 adding background music or narrating over the story 

 how to create a final film that can be watched on any PC 

Example projects to use in the classroom: 

 Video breaking news exclusives (about any topic being studied) 

 Science „in the field‟ reporting 

 Drama or role play clips 

Dates: TBC   Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 

Using wildlife cameras to enhance teaching & learning in Science 

Local footage taken of birds and other wildlife can be powerfully motivating in a 

science lesson, and raise lots of questions and discussions that can be taken in 
different directions. This course looks at 

 the different types of camera available including bird boxes with built in camera, 

motion-triggered  and infra-red, as well as semi-permanent animal trackers 
 setting up the camera 

 hints and tips on capturing good footage 

 how to process the video clips 

 ideas and resources for using the clips in class 

Example projects to use in the classroom: 

 “Which animals visit our school?” - Capture footage of vertebrates or 

invertebrates around the school environs 
 “Do different animals visit at different times of the day?” - Does the amount of 

light affect which animals visit or how they behave? 

Dates:  TBC   Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 
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Environmental Learning within your school 

Many Primary schools have a small patch of garden, area of grassland or trees & 

bushes. These can be invaluable resources for the teaching of environmental-based 
topics. This course will 

 help you assess the areas you are considering using 

 consider the sorts of flora & fauna you can expect there 

 look at cheap and simple resources you can build in 

 help develop activities that could make better use of the areas 

Dates: ongoing, please contact us to discuss      Cost: £180 per school 

Eco-Schools 

This day‟s worth of support, customised to suit your school‟s needs provides: 

 support  for eco-schools awards, bids etc 

 Ideas for Learning outside the Classroom events 

 Consultancy, inc. interviewing staff and pupils on their views 

 Feedback of findings 

 Advice on where to go next 

Dates: ongoing, please contact us to discuss      Cost: £180 per school 

Audio editing, podcasting 

The popularity of video in class often excludes the use of audio as  presentation tool, 

when audio can lend itself to this more purposefully. This hands-on course looks at: 
 how to install free audio editing software (Audacity) 

 tips & tricks on recording audio using a headset 

 how to cut clips 

 adding background music or special effects 

 editing clips down into a more polished piece 

 ideas for use in class, eg creating radio interviews or scientific reports 

Example projects to use in the classroom 

 Adapting a story being read in class or inventing an alternative ending 

 Making a science report for a radio show 

Dates: TBC   Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm   Cost: £120 per person 
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How to create an African keyhole garden and use it to add a 

global dimension to your teaching 

Keyhole gardens are used in developing countries in Africa where water shortages 

occur and good soil is at a premium. This hands-on course shows you: 
 how to source the necessary materials 

 how to build a keyhole garden 

 the planting of various crops 

 ideas for classroom activities, inc. the global dimension aspects such as food 

miles 

Dates: TBC  Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm   Cost: £120 per person 

How to create a wildlife garden and use it to enhance teaching 

and learning in Primary science 

Local footage taken of birds and other wildlife can be powerfully motivating in a 

science lesson, and raise lots of questions and discussions that can be taken in 
different directions. This course looks at 

 the different types of camera available including bird boxes with built in camera, 

motion-triggered  and infra-red, as well as semi-permanent animal cameras 
 setting up the camera 

 hints and tips on capturing good footage 

 how to process the video clips 

 ideas and resources for using the clips in class 

Dates: TBC     Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 
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 Sc1 Scientific enquiry 

Aimed at non-science specialists, this course looks at ways to step through the 

teaching of Sc1 enquiries. It includes ideas around 
 asking questions 

 predicting 

 thinking of ways of testing 

 how to get pupils to arrive at a fair test 

 getting evidence, recording data 

 developing a conclusion based on evidence 

 and includes ideas and resources for interesting and relevant investigations 

across Sc 2,3 & 4 

Example projects to use in the classroom: 

 “What do plants need to grow – An Enquiry” - Science investigation using data-

loggers (and possibly using time-lapse photography) to create a controlled 
experiment to see how changing some of the variables affects the growth of 

cress or radish seeds. 
 “What affects how loud a sound is?” - Pupils consider lines of enquiry such as 

'how does loudness change as you get further away from a sound?'  
 “What's a snail's favourite food?” 

Dates: TBC     Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 

Teaching Sc2, 3 & 4 topics at Key Stage 1 & 2 for non-specialists 

Again, aimed at non-specialists, this bespoke course covers the teaching of particular 

aspects of 
 Life processes and living things 

 Materials and their properties and 

 Physical processes 

 

Informal discussions with staff about the areas to be covered inform the programme 

so that specific areas of knowledge and skills are targeted. Resources and ideas for 
challenging lessons are developed and support is available afterwards to help delivery 

and boost confidence. 

Dates: TBC     Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm  Cost: £120 per person 
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GIS: Using Google Maps to raise attainment in GCSE Geography 
Controlled Assessment 

This hands-on course shows how to 

 capture and manipulate digital stills and or video 

 create a Google map with paths, boundaries, marked areas and points of 

interest 
 embed the stills/video and/or drawings 

 publish the map to the web 

 gain access to the highest grades for students in the assessment 

Example projects include studying the changing face of a particular area of town over 

the years or simply geo-tagging data collected in field trips onto Google maps 

Dates: TBC   Time: 9.00am to 3.00pm   Cost: £120 per person 
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OTHER INFORMATION 

Continuing Professional Development 
All the curriculum projects described in our Primary School Curriculum Brochure also 
involve elements of staff training, both in terms of the content of the lessons and the 

ICT skills being used. This takes place in preparatory sessions and during the delivery 
but can be held as stand-alone training if desired. 

 

Equally, the CLC and ELC buildings are ideal venues for „away day‟ type Staff training 
sessions where you can simply book the venue to use as you want; team building, 

leadership, reflection, eco-schools and development planning would all be suited in 
these environments, and we can provide catering for such events at very reasonable 

rates. 

 

Global Dimension 
The global dimension can be integrated into sessions or provided on a stand-alone 
basis. We can provide support in setting up new partnerships and maintaining  

current links. Please contact us for further information.  

 

 

 

Further copies 
If you require further copies of this brochure, a link can be found on the front 
page of our website at www.hallamclc.org.uk or on the ELC mini-site within 

this. 
 

BOOKINGS 

All our core facilities are FREE to our Sheffield partner schools. For further 

information or to express an interest, please contact us specifying which 
training you are considering.  

We always try to accommodate everyone but at busy times of the year 
please give as much notice as possible so that you wonôt be disappointed! 
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Hallam City Learning Centre 
Notre Dame High School, 
Fulwood Road,  
Sheffield,  
S10 3BT 
 
Tel: 0114 263 2206 
Web: http://www.hallamclc.org.uk 
Email: enquiries@hallamclc.org.uk 
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This brochure was printed on 100% sustainably forested paper & using eco-friendly inks  


